Elizabeth Reed, Editor 


WINTER’S COMING 
ARE YOU READY? 


Wrue Jack Frost rings down the curtain 

of summer, will you be ready for him? 
Furnace cleaned and repaired? Flues and 
chimneys, too? 

Ashes should be disposed of in a metal 
container; kindling placed away from the 
furnace and combustibles. 

While you’re checking over the basement 
remove rubbish, especially oily rags, old 
cans of paint or other flammable liquids 
used for painting that you’ve been keeping 
because you “might use them sometime.” 
Rags you want to keep should be stored in 
closed metal containers. 

While you’re making your house shipshape 
for winter, check to see that the outside 
steps are in good repair. Handrails on all 
stairs of more than two steps might prevent 
serious falls in icy weather, and _ loose 
boards, handrails, or steps so worn they are 
scooped out should be repaired. 

Putting up storm windows on a ladder is 
risky enough without having a ladder in bad 
condition. Be sure all rungs and side rails 
are sound before you use the ladder. It 
nust be placed firmly; get someone to hold 
it for you if you can. The base of an ex- 
tension ladder should be placed 4 its length 
away from the house. 

Jack Frost means leaf raking time, too. 
If you burn your leaves, use a wire mesh 
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basket or other container and be sure to 
keep an eye on it if there are children 
around. In communities where leaves are 
collected and burning isn’t allowed, it’s wise 
to wet them down to prevent a fire from a 
discarded cigarette or other spark. 

It’s easy to leave rakes lying around when 
youre carrying leaves back to the disposal 
area. Don’t leave them where someone 
might trip over them. Lean them up against 
the house or a tree. Clear out other trip- 
ping hazards in the yard, too, while you’re 
at it. Holes should be filled in, jutting stones 
removed, holes in the sidewalk repaired. 

If you live in areas of heavy snow, soon 
you'll need a supply of rock salt, ashes, or 
other materials to reduce the slipperiness of 
ice. Might as well lay in a supply now. 

Then let Jack Frost bring on his cold and 
wind and snow. You'll be ready for it. 


43rd National Safety Congress, Oct. 17-21, in Chicago 





Judging Committee, 1955 Home Safety Awards, met with NSC staff, Chicago, September 1 
(left to right cround the table): Thomas Fansler, Fred Long, M.D., John C. Thornton, 


Walter Ladd, M. F. Biancardi, Mayhew Derryberry, Ph.D., Fred H. Deeg, F. Jean Williams, 
Ralph Kuhli, Mrs. Almer Armstrong, and Mrs. Elizabeth Reed. 


48 Organizations to Receive 


Home Safety Awards ® 


rorrrzicur organizations were selected 

for awards for home accident programs 
when the judging committee, Home Safety 
Conference, met at National Safety Council 
headquarters September 1, 1955. These were 
selected from the 619 programs summarized 
for the Home Safety Inventory. 


Awards will be presented at a luncheon 
in honor of the award winners to be held 
during the 43rd National Safety Congress, 
Wednesday, October 19. The luncheon will 
be sponsored by E. I. du Pont de Nemours 
& Co., Wilmington, Del. 


Of the 619 home safety program sum- 
maries in the 1954-1955 Home Safety Inven- 
tory, 73 were safety councils, 201 were 
community service groups, 219 were health 
and medical groups, 12 were business groups 
and 114 were industries reporting on off- 
the-job programs. Nearly every state in the 
Union is represented by one or more re- 
ports, Washington, Nevada, and Vermont 
excepted. In addition, reports came in from 
the District of Columbia, Canada, Hawaii, 
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Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. Twenty 
national organizations including the head. 
quarters of large industries sent in home 
safety program summaries. 


One of the elements that the Inventory 
has brought out is the widespread coopera- 
tion among various types of organizations in 
the home safety program. Certain kinds of 
activities seem to be popular: among com- 
munity service groups, home hazard hunts, 
poster and essay contests, exhibits, articles 
in their bulletins, and baby sitter courses. 


Industries favored monthly letters to em- 
ployees families, articles in plant publica- 
tions, contests for employees’ families, talks 


Activities popular among health depart- 
ments were mortality and morbidity surveys, 
including safety in home visits, at clinics 
and conferences, participation in child safety 
week, poison programs, kerosene programs, 
aiding local organizations by talks, films, 
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to community groups, off-the-job injury ~ | 
porting, family safety committees and safes 


rallies for employees and families. 





exhibits, publication of original materials. 


Groups, of course, engaged in such ac- 
tivities as distribution of literature, news 
releases, participation in radio and TV pro- 
grams, and including safety in meetings. 


The following received Awards of Merit 
for exceptional public service in home acci- 
Jent prevention: 


American Academy of Pediatrics, New 


York, N. Y. 
Cleveland Press, Ohio 


E. I. du Pont de Nemours & Co., Ine., 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 


E. I. du Pont de Nemours & Co., Ine. 
Georgia State Department of Public Health 


| Greater New Bedford Children’s Accident 
Prevention Program, Massachusetts 


Hart County Health Department, Georgia 
Kansas State Board of Health 
Maryland State Department of Health 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, 


New York, N. Y. 
New York City Department of Health 
North Carolina State Board of Health 


Prudential Insurance Co. of America, 
Western Home Office, Los Angeles, Calif. 

U. S. Atomic Energy Commission, field 
office, Los Alamos, New Mexico 

U. S. Vanadium Co., Division of Union 
Carbide and Carbon Corporation, Bishop, 
California 

The following received Certificates of 
Commendation for exceptional public serv- 
ice in home accident prevention: 

Alexandria Health Department, Virginia 

American Medical Association, Chicago, 


Ill. 


Beverly Hills Clinic, California 


California State Department of Public 
Health 
Charleston County Health Department, 


Charleston Safety Council, and Business and 
Professional Women’s Clubs, Charleston, 
North Charleston, West Ashley, and Naval 
Base, South Carolina (a joint award) 


Citizens for Home Safety, Cincinnati, Ohio 


E. I. du Pont de Nemours & Co., Indiana 
Ordnance Works, Charlestown, Ind. 


E. I. du Pont de Nemours & Co., Martins- 
ville, Va. 
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Electro Metallurgical Co., Division of 
Union Carbide and Carbon Corp., Niagara 
Falls, New York 


Electro Metallurgical Co., Division of 
Union Carbide and Carbon Corp., Alloy, 
West Virginia 


Greater Cincinnati Safety Council, Ohio 


Greater New York Safety Council, New 
York, N. Y. 


Illinois Bell Telephone Co., Chicago Area 
Plant 


Jefferson County Department of Health, 
Alabama 


Kentucky State Department of Health 


Louisville Council, Parent-Teacher Asso- 
ciations and Louisville Safety Council, Ken- 
tucky (a joint award) 


Mansfield-Richland County Health Depart- 
ment, Ohio 


Massachusetts Department of Public Health 
New Jersey State Department of Health 
Northwest Bell Telephone Co., Iowa 

Ohio Fuel Gas Co., West Mansfield, Ohio 
Oregon State Board of Health 

Richmond 


Georgia 
Oregon State Fire Marshal’s Office 
Sioux Falls Safety Council, S. D. 


County Health Department, 


Soroptimist International of Lincoln, Neb. 


Suffolk County of Health, 
N. Y. 


Ware County Health Department, Georgia 


Department 


Wichita-SSedgwick County Department of 
Public Health, Kansas 


The Women’s Institute of Duluth, Minne- 
sota 


Mayhew Derryberry, Ph.D., Public Health 
Service, Washington, D. C., served as chair- 
man of the judging committee. Other mem- 
bers were: Mrs. Almer Armstrong, Indiana 
Farm Bureau Cooperative Association, In- 
dianapolis, Ind.; M. F. Biancardi, Allis- 
Chalmers Manufacturing Co., Milwaukee, 
Wis.; Fred H. Deeg, National Association of 
Mutual Casualty Companies, Chicago, IIl.; 
Walter Ladd, St. Joseph Safety Council, 
St. Joseph, Mo.; Fred Long, M.D., Depart- 
ment of Health, Peoria, Ill.; John C. Thorn- 
ton, American Institute of Architects, Royal 
Oak, Mich.; and Miss F. Jean Williams, 
Public Health Service, Washington, D. C. 
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Of the 619 home safety program sum- 
maries in the 1954-1955 Home Safety Inven- 
tory, 73 were safety councils, 201 were 
community service groups, 219 were health 
and medical groups, 12 were business groups 
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Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. Twenty 
national organizations including the head. 
quarters of large industries sent in home 
safety program summaries. 


One of the elements that the Inventory 
has brought out is the widespread coopera- 
tion among various types of organizations in 
the home safety program. Certain kinds of 
activities seem to be popular: among com- 
munity service groups, home hazard hunts, 
poster and essay contests, exhibits, articles 
in their bulletins, and baby sitter courses. 


Industries favored monthly letters to em- 
ployees families, articles in plant publica- 
tions, contests for employees’ families, talks 
to community groups, off-the-job injury re- 
porting, family safety committees and safety 
rallies for employees and families. 


Activities popular among health depart- 
ments were mortality and morbidity surveys, 
including safety in home visits, at clinics 
and conferences, participation in child safety 
week, poison programs, kerosene programs, 
aiding local organizations by talks, films, 
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exhibits, publication of original materials. 
Groups, of course, engaged in such ac- 
tivities as distribution of literature, news 
releases, participation in radio and TV pro- 
grams, and including safety in meetings. 
The following received Awards of Merit 
for exceptional public service in home acci- 
Jent prevention: 
American Academy of Pediatrics, New 
York, N. Y. 
“ Cleveland Press, Ohio 
E. I. du Pont de Nemours & Co., Ine., 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 


E. I. du Pont de Nemours & Co., Ine. 
Georgia State Department of Public Health 


|/ Greater New Bedford Children’s Accident 


Prevention Program, Massachusetts 
Hart County Health Department, Georgia 
Kansas State Board of Health 
Maryland State Department of Health 


Metropolitan Life Insurance 


New York, N. Y. 
New York City Department of Health 
North Carolina State Board of Health 


Company, 


Prudential Insurance Co. of America, 
Western Home Office, Los Angeles, Calif. 


U. S. Atomic Energy Commission, field 
office, Los Alamos, New Mexico 


U. S. Vanadium Co., Division of Union 
Carbide and Carbon Corporation, Bishop, 
California 

The following received Certificates of 
Commendation for exceptional public serv- 
ice in home accident prevention: 


Alexandria Health Department, Virginia 


American Medical Association, Chicago, 


Il. 


Beverly Hills Clinic, California 


California State Department of Public 
Health 
Charleston County Health Department, 


Charleston Safety Council, and Business and 
Professional Women’s Clubs, Charleston, 
North Charleston, West Achley, and Naval 
Base, South Carolina (a joint award) 


Citizens for Home Safety, Cincinnati, Ohio 


E. I. du Pont de Nemours & Co., Indiana 
Ordnance Works, Charlestown, Ind. 


E. I. du Pont de Nemours & Co., Martins- 
ville, Va. 
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Electro Metallurgical Co., Division of 
Union Carbide and Carbon Corp., Niagara 


Falls, New York 


Electro Metallurgical Co., Division of 
Union Carbide and Carbon Corp., Alloy, 
West Virginia 
_ Greater Cincinnati Safety Council, Ohio 


Greater New York Safety Council, New 
York, N. Y. 


Illinois Bell Telephone Co., Chicago Area 
Plant 


Jefferson County Department of Health, 
Alabama 


Kentucky State Department of Health 


Louisville Council, Parent-Teacher Asso- 
ciations and Louisville Safety Council, Ken- 
tucky (a joint award) 


Mansfield-Richland County Health Depart- 


ment, Ohio 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health 
New Jersey State Department of Health 
Northwest Bell Telephone Co., lowa 
Ohio Fuel Gas Co., West Mansfield, Ohio 
Oregon State Board of Health 
Richmond 


Georgia 


County Health Department, 


Oregon State Fire Marshal’s Office 
Sioux Falls Safety Council, S. D. 
Soroptimist International of Lincoln, Neb. 


Suffolk of Health, 
m. ¥. 


Ware County Health Department, Georgia 


County Department 


Wichita-‘Sedgwick County Department of 
Public Health, Kansas 


The Women’s Institute of Duluth, Minne- 
sota 

Mayhew Derryberry, Ph.D., Public Health 
Service, Washington, D. C., served as chair- 
man of the judging committee. Other mem- 
bers were: Mrs. Almer Armstrong, Indiana 
Farm Bureau Cooperative Association, In- 
dianapolis, Ind.; M. F. Biancardi, Allis- 
Chalmers Manufacturing Co., Milwaukee, 
Wis.; Fred H. Deeg, National Association of 
Mutual Casualty Companies, Chicago, IIlL.; 
Walter Ladd, St. Joseph Safety Council, 
St. Joseph, Mo.; Fred Long, M.D., Depart- 
ment of Health, Peoria, Ill.; John C. Thorn- 
ton, American Institute of Architects, Royal 
Oak, Mich.; and Miss F. Jean Williams, 
Public Health Service, Washington, D. C. 





By Charles K. Kincaid, M.D. 


Health Commissioner 
Madison, Wis., Department of Public Health 


HE SERVICES of approximately 500 uni- 

versity students were offered to the city 
of Madison for one day’s work as a commu- 
nity service. Many of the students were put 
to work washing walls, taking down screens, 
collecting old magazines, and various other 
duties of a similar nature. The health de- 
partment felt it could use part of this avail- 
able personnel with greater service to the 
health department and more benefit to the 
community with a type of work more inter- 
esting to the participants. Seldom does the 
opportunity arise when such a group of semi- 
professional help is available en masse at 
no cost. 


We were granted the services of 100 to 120 
students for one day, Saturday, October 17, 
1953. The following preparations were made: 


A key group was selected from the 100 
students and a meeting scheduled for Thurs- 
day, October 15. A home safety question- 
naire was devised, one that was simple yet 
comparatively complete, to study nonfatal 
home accidents during the year October 15, 
1952-October 15, 1953. 


An area was selected for canvassing that 
contained an average income group that was 
almost entirely residential, that was a com- 
pact area easily subdivided and close to our 
canvassing group. 


A letter of introduction was devised to 
make work of the canvassers easier and to 
gain citizen cooperation. 


Maps of the area were made for each indi- 
vidual to aid in making area assignments. 
Newspaper and radio assistance was enlisted 
to announce the canvassing. The entire pro- 
gram was discussed with this key group and 
final plans were made October 15, 1953. 


Five hundred homes were canvassed. The 
returned questionnaires were examined, and 
summaries were given to each of the radio 
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MEDICAL STUDENTS CONDUCT 
SURVEY IN MADISON, WIS. 


stations immediately after the survey as well 
as to both newspapers. 


There is a trend toward fewer home acci- 
dental deaths in Madison. Just exactly what 
factors are responsible for this decrease is 
hard to say. We like to think that the Madi- 
son Health Department’s efforts in home 
safety have made a significant contribution 
toward this encouraging picture. Contribut- 
ing factors doubtless include the Housing 
Code and inspections, improved fire and 
police preventive services, and improved 
medical care. 

When the home accidental death rate 
drops from over 20 deaths per 100,000 popu- 
lation to 8 in a span of less than 10 years 
and shows indications of declining still fur- 
ther, certainly some good home safety edu- 
cational forces are in operation. 

Compare our three year average home 
accident death rate of 9.19 for the years 
1951, 1952, 1953, with that of the entire state 
for the same period. 

Year Madison’s Rate State Rate 


1949 19.57 22.0 
1950 10.41 18.7 
1951 8.17) 17.3 


1952 7.80;9.19 average 19.2;17.4 average 

1953 11.54 15.9} 

After careful study of the reports from 
the pilot study, it was concluded that the 
accident rate was of sufficient proportion to 
justify further investigation. 

After several planning meetings with Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin Medical School repre- 
sentatives, a plan was devised for home visi- 
tations by senior medical students for the 
purpose of gathering information on non- 
fatal home accidents and at the same time 
carrying on some health education. 

The program since October, 1954, gathered 
data on over 10,200 Madison residents. Our 
objective was to contact ;'5 of the population 
or approximately 10,000 persons living in 
2,500 homes. The survey was completed in 
June, 1955. 

The State Board of Health Bureau of Sta- 


tistical Services agreed to aid in analyzing 
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the data and in setting up charts, tables, ete. 

The surveying was done in many and vari- 
ous sections of the city to avoid weighting 
our data. Our questionnaire was constructed 
to get as much factual data on these acci- 
dents as possible with particular emphasis 
on the human element as it pertains to cause. 


@::. medical students with their added 


chnical skill and professional training have 
proved very helpful in this phase of ques- 
tioning. 

Although it is too early to draw positive 
conclusions from our study, our data has 
proved extremely useful already. It was the 
topic for discussion at staff conferences; it 
has been presented to the Madison Safety 
Council as a stimulant and background for 
an action program. It is our plan to work 
with this and various other agencies in en- 
larging our accident prevention program. 
This data is forming a basis for PTA talks 
and specially pre-school meetings. Radio 
and television programs are being planned. 
We have received good newspaper coverage. 





Madison Health Officer discussing survey map with 
Marvin Walters, sanitarian, and Miss Evelyn 
Nelson, supervisory nurse. Both groups (sani- 
tarians and nurses) will be instrumental in our 
prevention programs following the survey. 


This survey should be instrumental in de- 
termining Madison’s true home accident pic- 
ture. It provides, as well, excellent oppor- 
tunities for home safety education and vital 
stimulation of community interest and action. 


HOME ACCIDENT DATA (October 4, 1954 to June 1, 1955) Madison, Wis. 














Total 
‘op. 
& 1954 Total No. % of Pop. No. of Accident 
Est. Studied Studied Accidents Ratio 
NE ib auicehan eewneee 10,092 1,331 13.3% 79 1—17 
DUO GON occ ccecccies 20,238 2,448 12.1% 62 1—39 
re 42,038 2,915 6.9% 25 1—1l7 
Middle age ........... 22,464 2,189 9.7% 36 1—6l 
| a NES 12,168 1,333 11.0% 41 133 
RR RED 22508000 107,000 10,216 9.5% 243 1—-42 
Type of Accident Location of Accident 
149 Falls 48 Yard 8 Dining room 
23 Struck or crushed by object 35 Stairs 8 Porch 
21 Cuts 28 Kitchen 6 Vacant Lot 
17 Injury from stationary object 26 Bedroom 6 Bathroom 
14 Burns and sealds 22 Living room 3 Garage 
8 Puncture wounds of hands or 21 Basement 1 Play room 
feet from nails, needles, splint- 13 Driveway & Sidewalk 1 Attic 
ers, etc. 10 Hall 1 Den 
2 Poisoning (swallowing pills, 1 Workshop 
kerosene ) 5 No data 
2 Swallowing foreign object - 
7 Other 243 Total 
243 Total 


Seriousness of Accidents (Reported) 
30 Hospitalized 
156 Required attention by doctor 


14 Loss of time from regular activity 
43 No data 


Time of Occurrence 








79 morning 

96 afternoon 

43 evening 

15 night 

— 10 no data 

243 — 
243 
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W HY NOT RING in the holiday season this 

Christmas with a safety program? Be- 
sides the usual traffic safety, Christmas tree 
safety and safe toys topics, you can publicize 
tips about ice and snow removal and cook- 
ing safety. Mention that gift wrappings are 
fire hazards unless they’re picked up off the 
floor and put away in a waste basket or box, 
and that toys should be kept off the floor. 
Children who receive such toys as sidewalk 
vehicles, bicycles, target games, and chemis- 
try sets should be properly instructed as to 
how to use them safely. 

The December meeting for a club might 
be a holiday safety party. At the party you 
might have an exhibit of safe toys, a skit on 
Christmas safety, place cards with slogans 
on them, and games. These games could be 
devised by the committee in charge of the 
party. Fill in the missing word, twenty 
questions, and other such games might be 
worked out by the committee to include 
various safety rules. Another game might be 
to have each person add one paragraph to a 
story about a family at Christmas and in- 
elude a hazard in the story. 

Other activities might include a_ slogan 
contest for the best holiday safety slogan. 
The slogan could be used for locally pub- 
lished and distributed posters, for advertise- 
ments by local merchants, for TV flash cards, 
with radio spot announcements, ete. 

For a meeting, you might arrange talks by 
someone from the fire department on Christ- 
mas trees and holiday decorations, or from 
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Program for December 


the health department or safety council on 
safe toys, by a home economist on safety in 
the kitchen. Many organizations have pro- 
duced a skit at Christmas time, either for 
their own meeting or for a community-wide 
meeting. A skit can be obtained from NSC 
or you can write your own. 


A TV program could be built around a 
family at home at Christmas, showing the 


etc. Perhaps a radio program could be de- 


family trimming the tree, unwrapping “0 


veloped with children discussing the ap- 
proaching holiday and what they’ve learned 
in school about safe toys. 


A series of spot announcements can be 
worked up on these subjects to correlate 
with the progress of the season—from buy- 
ing safe toys at the start of the season—to 
early disposal of Christmas trees at the end 
of the season. 


One of the more popular activities for 
home safety committees has been the print- 
ing and distribution to tree merchants of 
Christmas tree tags listing precautions to be 
taken in putting up Christmas trees. You 
might ask your fire department to cooperate 
in this project and keep a record of the num- 
ber of tree fires which occur. 

Another popular activity is the distribu- 
tion of a leaflet on buying safe toys for 
gifts. If you can work with your local toy 
merchants in conjunction with this project, 
you might suggest some store window deco- 
rations, or counter cards in local stores 
which would call the buyer’s attention to 
safe toys. 

The subject of Christmas itself and the 
fact that it’s a season traditionally for chil- 
dren should make it easier for you to work 
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up acceptable ideas for local newspapers. 

As a basis for your program, you might 
consult with your local fire department 
about the number of fires in the past season 
and their causes; the health department 
might have statistics on home deaths; and 
possibly your local hospital can help on 


jury statistics. 
Films are available on winter hazards. 


Consult your National Safety Council Film 
Directory, or obtain one from us ($1.00). 
We also have seasonal posters, for which see 
our Directory, Occupational Safety Posters. 
The Directory costs 50c. 

NSC reference materials are: Safety Edu- 
cation Data Sheets No. 4, “Toys and Play 
Equipment”; No. 6, “Cutting Implements”; 
No. 14, “Chemicals”; No. 16, “Nonelectric 
Household Equipment”; No. 17, “Sidewalk 
Vehicles”; No. 20, “Cooking and Illuminat- 
ing Gas”; No. 58, “Winter Walking”; and 
Safety Instruction Card No. 391, “Home 
Cooking Hazards.” Prices listed in our 
service guide. 


eu and Adhesive 


Solvent Explosions 


“Recently an explosion of vapor from a 
sealer being applied to a wood floor blew 
out the windows in a house under construc- 
tion by a private company in an AEC com- 
munity, and a workman received minor in- 
jury. The sealer container was clearly marked 
‘Flammable—Keep away from Heat’ and ‘Use 
in a Well Ventilated Place.’ In spite of these 
warnings, the house was completely closed, 
with no ventilation of any kind. The source 
of the ignition could not be determined. 

“On the following day, a similar explosion 
occurred in another house under almost 
identical circumstances. A mastic cement 
was being applied to concrete to set wood 
flooring blocks. Similar warnings were la- 
beled on the container. Here, however, all 
windows were closed and an electric heater 
was turned on to dry out the mastic. The 
explosion blew out one end of the building, 
smeared paint on the walls, and burned one 
workman—fatally. The ignition source in 
this case could have come from the low volt- 
age thermostat or a spark from the work- 
man’s trowel striking the cement floor.”— 
NSC Chemical Section Newsletter. 
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Home Deaths from Electric Current 


In the May, 1955, issue of the Statistical 
Bulletin, published by Metropolitan Life In- 
surance Co., there is an article on “Acci- 
dental Death from Electric Current.” The 
article states, “. . . In recent years the num- 
ber of deaths in the home has increased 
somewhat, particularly among males; this 
may reflect the increase in do-it-yourself 
activities. Fatal injuries due to electric cur- 
rent in the home were brought about by a 
variety of circumstances, such as the use of 
defective extension cords, a particularly dan- 
gerous practice in damp locations; the fall- 
ing of a radio, fan, heater, or other appli- 
ance into a bathtub where a person is bath- 
ing; and children playing with exposed 
wires, light sockets, and defective appliances. 
In addition to this toll from ordinary house 
current, a few deaths in recent years have 
resulted from contact with high tension lines 
by persons attempting to install or repair 
television aerials.” In 1951-1952 there were 
2,044 accidental deaths from electric current, 
all places. Of these 393 were reported to 
have occurred on home premises, and some 
of the 129 “unspecified place” may have been 
home accidents. These figures exclude 
deaths from lightning and transport acci- 
dents and are from the National Office of 
Vital Statistics. 


Aspirin Poisoning 


“... The public believes that aspirin is 
harmless; therefore, the drug is likely to be 
left where small children may have access 
to it. . . . With the development of attrac- 
tively flavored infants’ and children’s as- 
pirin, the temptation for young children to 
ingest this candy-like medicament has been 
increased. Of the 84 cases of aspirin poi- 
soning in the first 500 poisoning cases re- 
ported to the Chicago Poison Control Pro- 
gram, 73 were caused by ingestion of flavored 
aspirin .. .,” states the committee on toxicol- 
ogy, American Medical Association and the 
committee on accident prevention, American 
Academy of Pediatrics, in a Report to the 
Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry of the 
A.M.A. The report presents recommenda- 
tions of these committees concerning pack- 
aging, labeling, and dosage of aspirin and 
education of the public and has been re- 
printed. It is available from the American 
Medical Association, 535 N. Dearborn St., 
Chicago 10, Ill. 





PRODUCT 


The vivid gleam of the “Flecton” reflec- 
tive yarn makes these sports 
shirts visible to motorists at night from 
hundreds of feet farther away than. they 
would be in nonreflective sport shirts. The 
hats, incorporating the reflective yarn, add 
further to their visibility. To other pedes- 
trians. however, the garments look like any 
others because the reflective yarn returns 
the light only directly back to the source 
of the light, the motorists’ headlights, ae- 
the manufacturer, Minnesota 
Mining & Manufacturing Co., 900 Fauquier 
Ave. St. Paul 6, Minn. 


wearers of 


cording to 


PUBLICATIONS 


Take a Tip from—*“Mrs. Hazard’s House,” 
a 4-page leaflet with a home safety checklist 


has been published by The Prudential In- 
surance Company of America. 


Blasting cap injuries are on the increase 
according to the Institute of Makers of Ex- 
plosives. In 1953, 132 youngsters were in- 
jured and in 1954, 189 were injured in blast- 
ing cap accidents. To help prevent these 


injuries, the Institute has published a kit 
program materials, available from them 


250 E. 43rd St., New York 17, N. Y. 


Electricity in your Home, 16 pp., two 
color pamphlet on how to determine whether 
electrical circuits are overloaded, has been 
published by Technical Division, Inc., Amer- 
ican Visuals Corp., 161 East 32nd St., New 
York 16, N. Y., in cooperation with the 
National Adequate Wiring Bureau, National 
Electrical Manufacturers Association. 


Your Child’s Safety, with articles by Harry 
F. Dietrich, M.D., and Sidonie Matsner 
Gruenberg is Public Affairs Pamphlet No. 
225. These two articles are on accident pre- 
vention and the psychological and emotional 
factors of child safety. Single copies, 25c, 
from Public Affairs Pamphlets, 22 East 38th 
St.. New York 16, N. Y. 


FILM 


On Target for Safety, a 16 mm color-sound 
movie on the Omaha Firearm Safety Pro- 
gram is now being filmed in Omaha, Neb., 
by the Daisy Manufacturing Company in co- 
operation with and under the direction of 
the Omaha Safety Council. It is intended 
for national distribution and will show how 
a community can intelligently combat BB 
gun accidents to children, reports Harry 
Hatcher, Omaha Safety Council Manager. 
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